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(ei 1. our ideas: 900 Girkual objects 
4 arativeg, taken from mat- 
ter, and carried up to ſpirit. , In 
USES p - our preſent {fate we have no know 
ledge but. what is firſt ſenſible, but what 
comes into the mind from ſomè of the ſenſes; 
and is borrowed from objects upon which | 
they can. make their obſervation. - This is at 
preſent a received truth among the learned. 
Happy for us that it is received, becauſe 
ſcripture knowledge is conveyed in this man- 
ner. God accommodates. his inſtruction to 
gur capacities: he makes uſe of outward 
and ſenfibl. "obic cts to explair inward and 
| 3 he 7 1 the book of nature to 
illuſtrate the bock of grace, thus bringing 
heavenly. things down to the level of our 
underſtandings, and ſetting them (as it were) 
before our eyes by their natugal Bare and 
& ſimilitudes. PIR - TWIN 1 
3 1 The 
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is of this 1 ture. BK * 


| 2 Since this is the genius of the ew 


body, we have no means of diſeobering fpiri⸗ 
world ſtands for, and is the perfect repre 


; be us in every Hebrew werd like A args | 
under the exptelſtye figures of eartliſy. And 


oa inſtruction by the very nature of” theilt. 
; language, ohe might Speck t would” ur 


16 


The very language of the Ou * ont 


tongue, it is not to be wondered, that jt ſhould 
ſo much abound with What ſomè call figures 
and metaphors; ;. theſe are not the 3 
of za une or beauties. of diction, as it hath 
been ſuppoſed, but they are of the eſſence of 
the ſacred tongue: neither is this method of 
uſing natural objects to give us ideas of. ſpiri- 
tual. the oriental! way of Writing, 4 We Hav 
been told, as if it delighted in bold ee 
and lofty metaphors” but it is the Hethod 9 
inſtructſon, Which man's pteſent Nate re 5 
dets / neceſſary. While we are here in "the 


tual objects, but by divine debe God ins 
Brist that ſuchi afl object dogs 


ſentation, of ſuelr ah object it the'(piritoa} = 
World; and this Kind of iner kalten he has 


e, it teaches hd iluſtrates heavenly thi 


while menu were äccuffomed to this the 


ale into their compoſitions's ch wed 


from fact that it . 1 The Old Teſtament. 
3 the phrophetical ming cſpethlly, abound 


with 


71 

with natural images; and the great prophet 
of the New. Teſtament made ſuch uſe of 
them, that without a parable ſpake he not 
unto the people. Wherever he was, the 
objects before him gave him an opportunity 
to ſpiritualize them — And this application 
of material things to illuſtrate ſpiritual, is 
what the ſcripture calls a parable. Of this 
kind are the words of the text. They are 
a parable, in which the all- wiſe ſpirit teaches 
us the things of God, by comparing them 
to material and outward objects. The leſſon 
he would teach us is of eternal moment; and 
may the Lord God take the veil off all your 
hearts while I am explaining this part of the 
Old Teſtament. May he give you to under- 
ſtand it, and to profit from it, and to expe- 
rience the truth of the whole parable in your 

ü Q 1995 ol ids rh 
The prophet gives us the literal ſenſe in 
_ [theſe words. The hand of the Lord was 

upon me, and carried me out in the ſpirit 
e of the Lord, and ſet me down in the 
.<© midſt of the valley, which was full of 
e bones. And cauſed me to paſs by them 
round about, and behold there were very 
e many in the open valley, and lo, they 
were very dry. And he faid unto me, 
“ ſon of man, Can theſe bones live? And 
J anſwered, O Lord God thou knoweſt. 
And again he ſaid unto me, propheſy 
-* — bones, and ſay unto them, O0 
7 WW : : | ; 2 « ye 


» 
- 2 #2 


18 
te ye dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 
c Thus ſaith the Lord God, unto theſe 
© bones, behold I will cauſe breath to en- 
« ter, into you, and ye ſhall hve. And ] 
« will lay finews upon you, and will bring 
up fleſh upon you, and cover you with 

„ ſkin, and . breath in you, and ye ſhall 
£ live, and ye ſhall know that J am the 
Lord. So I prophecied, as I was com- 
„ manded, and as I prophecied there was a 
* nou,” and behold a ſhaking, and the 
bones came together bone to his bone. 
« And when. I beheld, lo the finews and 
the fleſh came up upon them, and the 
„ ſkin covered them. above, but there was 
« no breath in them. Then ſaid he unto 
« me, prophecy unto the wind, prophecy, 
“ ſon of man, and fay to the wind, thus 
« faith the Lord God, come from the four 
ce winds, O breath, and breath upon theſe 
E ſlain, that they may live. 80 I prophecied 
as he commanded me, and the breath 
© came into them, and they lived, and 
* ſtood up upon their feet an exceeding 
« great army.” 
Now what inflrudtion 1 we to receive 
from this ſcripture. It was certainly appli- 
cable to the ſtate of the Jewiſh church, 
which was then deprived' of all its ordi- 
nances. It was carried away captive into | 
Babylon, where it had neither a temple nor 
the preſence of God, neither an offitiating 


prieſt 


b 
1 77 nor a ſacrifice, and was as void of 
piritual life as theſe dry bones were of 
e life = To the church in this ſtate the 


plication is made — God himſelf makes 
: . is uſe of it. Then he ſaid unto me, Son 


e of man, theſe bones are the whole houſe 


e of Iſrael: behold, they ſay, Our bones are 
dried, and our hope i is loft. we are cut off 
e for our parts: therefore prophecy and fay 
«unto them, Thus faith the Lord God, Be- 


(c 


* 


— 4 


« and cauſe you to come up out of your 


„ graves, . and bring you into the land of 
« Iſrael, and ye ſhall know that I am the 
Lord, when I have opened your graves, 
© O my people, and brought you up out of 
= *© your graves, and ſhall put my ſpirit in 
12 © you, and ye ſhall live, and I ſhall place 
= © you in your own land, then ye ſhall know 


1 that I the Lord have ſpoken it and per- 5 


ec formed it, faith the Lord.” 


In chis ſenſe the ſeripture was then ful- 


. filled, when God did bring the 7 eus from 


their graves: He placed them in their own 
land, and reſtored the life of their civil and 
eccleſiaſtical policy. He performed what he 
had ſpoken, and they knew that he was the 
Lord their God. But is this the full ſenſe 
and meaning of the parable ? Are we to un- 


derſtand nothing more by it, than this out- 
ward completion? Are we to reſt here ? By 


no means. It is of more general uſe and 


inſtruction. We may all receive profit from 
B 2 


hold, O my people, I will open your graves, 
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it, as I hope the following reaſons will en. 


vince vou. And, 


Eil. We are affured by the . that 


no ſeripture is of private interpretation.” 


It was all written for the general uſe of the 


church of Chriſt; in all times and eircum- 


ſtances, therefore we may not reſt in the 


private interpretation of this parable, appli- 


cable to the Jeroiſb church in the Babyloniſb 


bondage, but we muſt look out for a more 


extenſive ſenſe, applicable to the catholic 
church of Chriſt: 8 


- Bron We otherwiſe * no 1 en 


oe San ſenſe. It was a matter of fact, 
that God did bring the Jews after 70 years 
bondage up again to their ow]n land. This 
is the letter of the parable. But the apoſtle 
forbids us to reſt here. We muſt ſeek for 


the ſpiritual ſenſe; © Becauſe the letter, he 
* fays, killeth, but the ſpirit giveth life.” 
And * we may and muſt attain the ſpiri- 
tual, which is the life-giving ſenſe, he ex- 
Prelly teaches us, when he declares 


- Thirdy, 1 hat God's "tines 8 
1 the Yewrſh church were a type and 
figure of his ſpiritual dealings with the 
chriſtian church. For thus he ſays, 1 Cor. 
x. II. that © All theſe things happened. unto 
them for exam pla and cyl are written for 

we | | | ce Our 


r 
te. our admonition.“ Among the reſt, what 
happened to them in the Babyltniſb captivity 
was for an example to us, and this parable 
treating of their ſtate under it, and of their 
deliverance from it, was written for our ad- 
monition, and is to have its completion in 
us ſpiritually, as it had in them bocily. _ 

= Theſe arguments may ſuffice to prove, that 
this parable cannot be of a private interpreta- 
tion. It has a ſpiritual as well as a literal 
fenſe, which belongs to us, which is to ſet 
before us an example, that we are to fol- 

low, and from which we are to receive ad- 
monition and inſtruction to our ſouls. And 
ĩt ſets before our eyes ſome of the great truths 
of the goſpel in a moſt ſtriking light. We 

have here an affecting repreſentation of our 
loſt and dead ſtate, while we are in the 
bondage of fin, and of our happy revival 
to newneſs of life, when we are born again 


© Hof the fpirit of God. Theſe are the great 
out: lines of the parable, which may the di- 
„vine grace deeply impreſs upon all your 
„hearts, while Jam giving you a ſhort para- 

phraſe upon the words, and then applying 
them as God {hall enable me to each of your 
1 conſciences. eee K 2141 


The prophet begins with informing us, 
that it was the eternal Spirit who ſhewed him 
this viſion, © The hand of the Lord (the power 
e of Jehovah) was upon me, and carried me in 
* the ſpirit'of the Lord, and ſet me down in the 

5 A e ie 


4 12 | 
4 * midſt of thevalley, which was full of bones,” 
even in the midſt of the valley of the ſhadow 
of death, where I faw fin and corruption 
reigning, and where I beheld the fouls of 
men as dead in trelpaſſes and ſins, as dead 
to God and to tlie things of ſpiritual and di- 
vine life, as dry and dead bones are to the 
offices of 1 life. When the ſcripture 
ſpeaks thus of the death of the ſoul, the idea is 
evidently taken from the death of the body: 
for as the body, when it dies, ceaſes to be 
actuated by the natural agents, which carry 
on animal life; ſo the foul, when it dies, 
| ceaſes to be actuated by the divine agents, 
which carry on ſpiritual life. But this ſpiri- 
tual death does not imply any diſſolution or 
abſolute inſenſibility; ;. it only ſignifies, that 
the ſinful foul is cut off from all communi- 
on with God, who is the fountain of life; 
it is alienated from the life of God, and has 
loſt its life of happineſs i in bim, being now 
dead to his grace, as it may &er long be dead 
to his glory. And what then could be a 
more proper repreſentation of a foul thus 
dead in ſin, than a body dead in the grave? 
And what could paint in ſtronger colours 
the 1 deadneſs of a ſinful ſoul, than] 
the exceeding dryneſs of the bones of a dead | 
body ? Under the death of the outward man 
the prophet was made, to ſee the death of the 
inward man. The, ſpirit of the Lord g ave 
bim a full VIEW of Fe fouls dead in wo 
cc Or ; 


| pehold there were very many upon the face 


. 


6 For he cauſa me, ſays he, to paſs by'them 


© round about (to go all round them) and 


r of the valley, and lo they Were very dry” 


their number was very great, and their con- 
dition was very dead; they had ſo long, 3 
entirely loſt all ſpiritual life, that the 
of dead men, 5 which the fleſh is 00 
quite off, and which are become exceeding 


dry, were not farther removed from life, 


; | than. the ſouls, thus dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, 
After the prophet had gone all round them, 


« The Lord ſaid unto him, Son of man, can 
* theſe bones live? Is there any power that 


is able to quicken them to newnefs of life? 
& And I anſwered, O Lord God, thou 


cc knowelt” — Thou only knoweſt, what 


power is requiſite to raiſe a ſoul dead in fins 
All the powers in nature I am certain can» 
not do it. They can no more give life to 
a dead foul, than they can, raiſe the bones 
of a dead man to life. Altho' this was the 


1 $ opinion, yet the Lord ſaid unto him, 

t Prophecy. unto theſe: bones, and ſay unto 
« them, G ye dry ron i Fi the word of 
te the Lon. > "Thus ſaith tlie Lord God, Be- 
“ hold I will lay ſinews upon you, and will 


* 


"© 
* 
* 


5 & bring up fleſh upon you, and cover you 


4 


2 


with ſkin, and put breath in you, and ye 


4% ſhall live, and ye e ſhall know that I am the 
s Lord. Sel prophecied as I was command- 


Fed,” He did not conſult carnal reaſon 
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which would have ſhewed him the abſurdit) 


of doing what God commanded; but he in- 


ſtantly obeyed, and began preaching to the 
dry bones, and calling upon them to hear the 
word of the Lord. Would not ſome of 
you, my brethren, have taken him to be 
quite diſordered in his head, if you had ſeen 
him preaching in a church-yard to a great 
number of dead dry bones? Would not 
you have thought Egekiel as mad as any of 
our modern enthuſiaſts? For men reproach 
and ridicule the miniſters of the goſpel for 
doing the very ſame thing that he did. We 
are reckoned viſionaries and madmen, and 

what not, becauſe after his example we 
preach the word of the Lord to the dead. 
When we tell finners, that they are all dead, 
dead to God, dead to grace, and may ſoon 


die to glory, and when we call upon them 


to awake from the dead ſleep of ſin, that 


Chriſt may give them life, then they mock 5 


and ridicule. The ſame men would have 


made as great a jeſt of the prophet, if they 
had feen him preaching to a congregation 


of dry bones. But he preached as he was 
commanded, and ſo do we. Lord grant the 
ſucceſs may be the ſame. The bleſſed Jeſus 
ſends us to preach the word to dry bones, 
and we obey. He ſends us out in his name, 


with his commiſſion, and in his ſtrength, 
and promiſes to be with us by his Spirit. 


We ſhould be enthufiaſts indeed, if we 
Lats %% roaing thought 


7 
. 
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| * 
chought ourſelves able to awaken one dead 

inner without the effectual working of his 
power. We know, that it is he who worketh 
in us and by us: for without him we can do 


nothing: and therefore let men reproach 


us for doing his work; We will go on, 


pitying, and praying for them, and the more 
they reproach us, the more will we preach, 
and the more earneſtly, to the dead in fim— 


And who knows but as the work is God's, 


he may ſpeak to the inward ears of the ſoul, 


while we are ſpeaking to the outward ears 


of the body, and bid the ſinner awake and 


live. Glory be to his holy name, for that 
be often accompanies this fooliſhneſs of 
By preaching with his divine power. Thanks 
be to him for ſetting his ſeal to the truth of 
our words, by awakening the dead thro' our 
weak miniſtry. Oh that his good Spirit may 


now ſeal the word, and by his bleſſing fulfil 


what follows in the parable — © So I pro- 


cc phecied as I was commanded, and as I pro- 


* phecied there was a noiſe,” in the Hebrew 
a voice, namely, the voice of God. The 
prophet was ſpeaking, and to ſay that there 
was a voice while he was ſpeaking would 
be mere tautology, and unmeaning repetition, 

if we apply it to him. But if while be ſpake 
the power of the Lord was preſent, then the 
drieſt bones would hear; and if while we 


addreſs ourſelves to the outward ears the 


voice of God carries the ſound at the ſame 


time 


bi 
i} 
B . 
rh 
5 
4 : 
T4 
x 
iy 2 
* , 
1 
LY 
by 
0 
4 
53 
4.3 
C7 
1 


- a * 
2 I? 


CA 


2 7 2 3 — 
. ag I Bs 


— 
— Me 
= — — 


„ bd — SE — — — = — _ — — 
— — — — — - - . — 2 — 5 "Ira — — Bo ns — — — 
rr — — p EIS A 8 s — — — 3 — ——ů— a — 
1 —. = — - - — - — — IE — o * . 
— * — — — My — b 


— 
— 


. 
N 
if 
| 
wt 
ty 
| 
my 
. 5 
p + 
11 


for the word rendered ſhaking is the {criptureſil 
1s as greata "th in the ſoul of the ſinner | 


| he that had been dead in fin, helpleſs and 
loſt for ever in himſelf, then. begins to n 


. — — —— 
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time to the heart, then even the dead hear 
almighty voice, and awake, and ſee 
their guilt and danger, and begin to be con- 


cerned about their ſalvation. When the 


fpirit of God ſpeaks conviction to the heart, 
theſe effects always follow, and it is evident 
the voice was his from what is mentioned 
next in the parable; for as I prophecied there 
was a voice, and behold, a ſhaking —Beholl 
a matter worthy of the cloſeſt attention, there 
was a great ſhaking among the dry bones 


even as it were an earthquake among them: 
term for an earthquake. And behold ther 


when he is awakened and convinced of fin;| 


and tremble —He ſees the corruption of hi 


nature - odious and abominable altogether- 


He. ſees his life was one continued ſcene off 


open injury to God, and diſhonour to his 
 Iaw—Looking: back he beholds nothing but 


guilt, looking forward he beholds nothing 


| but everlaſting deſtruction, upon which fon 


and a horrible dread overwhelm him. The 


holy Spirit ſets home theſe convictions up- 


on the conſcience, He gives it ſuch 4 
fight of the guilt and danger of ſin, that the 


2 ſinner ſees he cannot — himſelf. In this 


. diſtreſs he continues, until the remainder of 
.the n be fulfilled 1 in him; for we r 
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that after the ſhaking . The kw Erne to: 
ten gether, bone to his bone. And when The- 
e eld, lo the ſine rs and the fleſh came up up- 


& oh them, and the ſkin covered them abe, 

«* but there was no breath in them.“ Here 
is in the letter of the parable. the outſide and 
ſhape of a man—a body, but it is inanimate 
there is no life in it. So in the ſpiritual ſenſe, 
if the ſoul ſhould reſt in the externals of re- 
ligion; and ſit down content with any thing 
ort of the vital influence of the Holy Spirit, 
there is no. life in it. Whatever may Rewe 
to animate it, ſtill it will remain dead. Good 
works, ordinances, orthodoxy,” are but the 
letter that killeth, unleſs the ſpirit that giveth | 


life be in them. Vou may belong to the 


© beft conſtituted church upon earth, which 
has ſound articles and creeds like ſtrong bones 
and ſinews, and fleſh upon them, and which 
has a good liturgy, and decent public Wor- 
| tip like a fair ſkin to cover all; and yet 
in this communion your ſoul may be dead: 


Sr theſe external privileges cannot give the 


breath of life to the foul. It is the ſpirit 
that quiekeneth, the fleſh" profiteth no- 


* thing,” 'thefleth (the externals of religion) 


profiteti nothing, unleſs tlie ſpirit animate 
them, as we learn from the next words in 
_ parable. Then ſaid he unto me, Pro- 

t phecy unto the wind and ſay, Thus faith the 


CI Lord God, Come from the four winds, O 


VI Cc * breath, 
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. pedale aendrheenths up pon theſe flain, that 


« they may live. 80 1 2 as he com- 


ce ded me, and the breath came into them, 


« and they lived, and ſtood up upon their feet, 
© an exceeding great army.” Glory be to 
God for daily fulfilling this part of 'the para- 
ble. His good ſpirit daily awakens poor dead 
ſinners, and puts the breath of divine life into 
them; and this he does by the weakeſt means, 
even by the fooliſhneſs of preaching, that it 
may-appear the power comes from him, and 
that all the glory may return to him. He 
ſends us out to preach, bids us call to the 
dead — We do as we are commanded; but 
we know that we could no more taiſe a dead 
foul from the grave of ſin, than we could 
raiſe a dead body from the grave of corrup- 
tion. We freak. our Lord's words, and he 


bleſſes them. He ſends his grace along with 


them, and the dead hear his voice. bey 
awake. They fee their guilt and their dan- 
ger: at the fight of which their hearts ſink 
within them — they find themſelves periſh- 
wg > and a great trembling and violent ſhak- 


ing ſeizes them. Fear is on every fide. No 


3 


way is left to eſcape, but to fly to the Saviour f 


of ſinners. And as ſoon as they turn to him, 
he receives them gladly. He ſends the Holy 
Spirit (the deareſt pledge of his love) to give 
them a new birth unto righteouſneſs, and to 
a ea of their W en to lie. Then 


they 


L 1 19 71 

lie unt God — and "ſtand up upon 
* Ber feet, being enabled to go forward in 
the ways of holinels — 4 An exceeding great 
* army — an innumerable multitude, which 


no man could number, and they all hold 


ſwords,” being expert in war, a great army 
of the faithful ſoldiers of Jeſus Chriſt fight- 
their way to a crown of rightecuſack, 


againſt all the o nee of ſin and ſatan, of 


che world and the fleſh, and never quittin 
che field of battle, until the captain of their 


ſalvation plice: the wee Crown ue N 


their heads. ; 
This is, 1 think, the ſpiritual ſenſe of the 


parable. We have in it, a deſcription of 


man in his natural ſtate as dead in treſpaſſes 
and ſins — in his awakened ſtate as unable 
to do any thing to raiſe himſelf from the 
death of fin to newneſs of life — and in his 


juſtified : ſtate, as raiſed to ſpiritual and di- | 


vine! life by Chriſt, who is the life of the 
world, and by the effectual working of his 


ſpirit.” | Theſe great truths are beauti- 


1 fully painted in the parable, It ſets them 
before our eyes in a "ur affecting manner. 


And I hof you has been pro- 


'overy one 


i, 


per y affected, according to the view he has 
of the ſtate of his ſoul. But whatever 
impreſſion has been made, I cannot leave 
the ſubject, without making ſome ſhort 
ne remarks, and = the Mmighty 

Laan moy AQ 4 ix. — | 
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Spirit apply chem to the hecefries of thoſs 


— 

— 

— — — —— — 
* 


— 


cConviction. 


F< e it ſhall die. "Did you never read 
1 e 


„ 


Who are concerned in them. .. 
- And firſt, L have a word td the dry vr 


* the dead i in ſin . We ate all in- this ſtate 
by nature dead in treſpaſſes and fins —- 


Jad to God, and to the things of Gd. If 
you believe the fcripture yqu cannat deny 


this. It defaribes: your: ſouls: to be às inca- 


pable of performing any of the; offices of 
ſpiritual life, as ther dry bones of a dead 
body are of performing the offices of animal 
life. If God and his word:ibe-truc: this is 


the condition of every one of us, by nature, 
and it is the firſt Work of grace to, convince 
us of it. 


When. the Holy Spirit begins 
to move in the ſinner's heart, he convinces 
him of his loſtſ and helpleſs fate, and he 
ſees and finds) that 3 Chriſt he can do 
nothing. And can every one of | you ſay, 


from his own experience.— I have had this 
If you had, them) ore ſtep is 
taken — may he who hath begun, carry on 
the work, until he make you liviog mem 
bers of Chriſt's. myſtical body. | 
was never yet convinced of your being by 

RALYTE dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, then you. 
are ſtill alienated from the life of God: for 


you will not ſeek life from bim, until you 


be convinced of your want Of it. As tranſ- 
greſſors, his holy law condemns you to death. 


The ſolemn ſentenes is paſt The ſoul that 


But if you 
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this ſentehce as; ſtanding Gut -againſt yours 
ſelf? Have you never had any ſenſe of the 
AF cxquitite miſery of being etcrnally. leparated 
from God the fountain of lite ? Have you 


0 ſenſe of it at preſent, no thought, no 


1 concern about being idlienated-i in? body and 
IF ful, and tor all eternity, from God and his 
I glory? Oh Almighty Saviour, if there be 


any perſons here preſent in this ſtate, ſpeak 


Sto the:dry;bdnes; They can hear no voice 


3 which! Lazarus s&cad body heard, now be 
q Jeſus p rove thyſelf to be the reſurrection and 


this congregation, | and fay, Awake thou 
that ſlecpeſt, and ariſe bm the dead. 
e aimighty- Gqdd and Saviour, ſend theſe 
3. words home 10 Very dead ſinner, that he 


43 tion, and thereby./: EN follow: me in my ſes 
. cond: remark; bor 70 ono dn oe 

2: While the prophet was ding irs: che 
voice of God ſpake to the heart, while he 
Fake to tlie outward ears; and behold 
there was a great ſhaking.” The ſinner 
1 "EI and trembled for fear The Lord 
ſhewyed him his former dead ſtate, and his 


F horrible. dread overwhelmed him. He be- 
¶ beld che perfect purity and ſpirituality of the 
| e hw be faw the vile and loathſome 


L. 10 ll nature 


but thing. O let the all reviving ſound, 
xeard! in! evety dead heart. Now Lord 
an. Call to: every unawakened ſoul in 


may awake and be rar for his ſalva- 


I preſent danger, aud at the ſight. of both an 
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nature 5f-En4 he beheb® the holineſs, and 
truth, and. juſtice of God, armed with al. 
power, and ready to duſtroy him. 


| Conſcience witnefſed againſt him and haunt. 


ect him with its horrors night and day. He 
found that hell was his * © Wa he ſaw 
no way open to eſ wever = 
ened 25 Sedna Ee hg lh before, y 
all theſe circumſtances put together ſet kim 
a ſhaking and trembling. Had he been in 
an earthquake, when the ground heaved 
and toſſed with ſuch violent ſhocks, that he 
could not ftand upon it, and had he ſeen it 
opening its mouth in many à hideous crack, 
and ſwallowing; muttitutes:'all around 
him, he could Mi have ſhaked'and trem- 
Bled more: His foul: fainted within him; 
and he had not a ray of hope left, unleſß 
God would be pleaſed to ſtretch out his 
omnipotent arm, and to ſave him from gang 
_ down to the pit of deſtruction. 
And can every one of you, ay kreten, 
remember when this was your raſe? If you 
were never in any diſtreſs leſs dr more at the 
ſight of your: ſinfulneſs and miſery — Oh 
4 I beſterh! you your danger. Lou 
are ſtill ſerure in fin, yea dead in treſpaſſes 
and fins. When the Holy Spirit is come to 
awaken your ſoul, his firſt work is to con- 
vince you pe fin, and if he has not begun 
this work, fancy yourſelf to be alive - re- 
oa: 8 outward life — bedome civil and 


9 * moral 
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; | of theſe things be not terrible, what is? Am 
Ido ſpeaking to any of you, who ſays, I 


231 


moral and honeſt, yet you have not taken 


one ſtep in the divine life; if you have never 
been deeply convinced of Mn; you have not 
| been ſtirred up nor ſhaken from the lees — 


your poor ſoul is ſtill dead to the grace of 
God, 8 unleſs you be convinced of fin it 
will be e'er long dead to his glory. But if 
you have been awakened, and convinced of 


in, then the parable is ſo far happily fulfilled 


in you. There has been a ſhaking among 


N | the dry bones. They have been trembling 
and quaking, and with great reaſon. Sin- 
ners while under conviction have every thing 


to fear that is terrible. They have an of- 


fended God ſet in battle array againſt them, 


a broken law thundering out its curſes upon 


| their guilty heads, conſcience owning the 
= guilt, the devil ready to torment, and hell 


open to receive them: and if the proſpect 


am acquainted with theſe terrors — I have 


; been made to ſee my ſinfulneſs and my dan- 


r, and I find my helpleſs loſt condition 7 
ere ſo ſurround me on every ſide, that 1 


know not whither to turn myſelf. Is this the 


language of thine heart? Art thou indeed 
ſhaken from all truſt and confidence in ſelf? 


1! Then turn thèe to the bleſſed Jeſus. He is 


a Saviour for thee. Such as thou art he 
came to fave; ſuch poor, loſt: and ruined 
inners.” Wait on him. Be found in the 

. ways 


1240 
ways of bis n and he will ſupply 
all thy wants. He will give thee freely out 
of his fulneſs, grace for Rue, and glory to 
crown all his Rae, 

But, mcthinks 1 bert ſome afficted foul 
reply — 1 have been waiting upon the 
Lord Jeſus long, but habe found no com- 
fort. It may be ſo. But who is to blame? 
May you not have ſought comfort in a 
wrong manner, by placing religion in the 
form, inſtead of the power, according to 
what is deſcribed in the third part of the 
een Where we have all the parts of an 

uman body, but' for want of breath there 
was no life in them, and this was written 
to ſhew, that you are not to ſtop ſhort of 
Chriſt and his comforts, by reſting in exter- 
nals. You are not to be content with the 
form and the outſide of religion, without 
the life and ſpirit of it. And herein the 
parable condemns thoſe perſons, who upon 
their being firſt brought under ſome concern 
about their fouls, are apt to truſt in duties, 
inſtead of going to Chriſt, They ſet about 
reforming their outward behaviour, go. to 
church, fay. their prayers — read the ſcrip- 


tures — give alms — attend conſtantly at the 


ſacrament, ſuppoſing that theſe outward 
things can give life to the ſoul : they reſt in 


them, as of themſelves ſufficient and meri- 
torious, which is ſetting them up againſt 


cur Saviour, and reflangi in them as ſaviours, 


whereas 
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whereas Chriſt alone kay: life to give to the 
dead in fin. © I am the life,” ſays he. Who- 
ſvever is not united to him by faith, has no 
true ſpiritual life in him, as he found who 
had more duties to depend upon than any 
of us have, and yet he counted them but 
droſs and dung that he might win Chriſt. 
« 'The life which I now live in the fleſh, 


# ſays the bleſſed ei I live by the faith 


ec of the fon of God; it is a ſpiritual life de- 


tived from the ſon of God, and received front 


him by faith, which is the breath of life in 
the juſtified ſoul, inſpired into it by the Holy 
pick, as the laſt part of the parable proves. 
The dry bones had come together, the finews 
and fleſh had grown up upon them, the ſkin 
was ſpread over all — here were all the parts 
of an human body, but there was no life, 
until the Spirit of the Lord put breath into 


them, and they lived, and ſtood up. It is 


the very ſame caſe with the ſinful ſoul. No- 


z thing can give it life but the $pirit of God. 


He is to the foul what breath is to the body. 
He is fo much the breath of life, that in the 
Old Teſtament and the New the ſame word 
which ſtands for the breath that ſupports the 
life of the body, ftands for the Holy Spirit, 
who ſupports the life of the ſoul. The air 
that we breathe, and the Holy Spirit, have but 


* one name in ſcripture. And'therefore as the 
F 1 is not alive, until it breathes, ſo neither 


is the ſoul alive to God, until the Holy Spirit 
0 e infuſe 


. 
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infuſe into it the breath of life. And as the 


88 


; body is alive only fo long as it breathes, in 4 
oof like manner the foul lives to God only ſo 
| | long as the Holy Spirit breathes in it. Let. 
| his influence ſtop, and the life of grace is at. | 
9 an end, as tlie life of the body is at an end, 
| ſo ſoon as its breathing is ſtopt. 
bd | 


My brethren, this is one of the moi im- 
portant truths in the Chriſtian religion. It Fx 
is the Holy Spirit and his work upon the 
heart that makes us Chriſtians: For if 
any man have not the ſpirit of Chriſt he is 
© none of his” — He is no Chriſtian. 80 
fay the oracles of truth. If any man — be 
he ever io moral and honeſt — a ſtrict ob- 
ſerver of outward duties, a good church- 
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man — a Charitable man, yet if he has not 

the ſpirit of Chriſt, he is none of his — he is 

none of Chriſt's family. He is not a living 

= member of Chriſt's body. He may. have a 
5 name that he liveth, but he is dead. And 
1 What good would it do you to have the name 


of a living man, if your body was dead ? 
Tf you could neither ſtir nor move, if your 
breath was ſtopt, would it be of any ſervice 
to you, that men faid you was alive? Could 
their ſaying ſo raiſe you to live? Infinitely 
more uſeleſs is it to have a name, that your 
ſoul liveth, while it is dead to God. Hear 
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this, ye formal profeſſors, who are deſtitute of 
the life and power of religion. You are but 
io N dry bones. And what vaſt numbers 

| have 
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awo dre of them in all our congregations ! 


Oh that the Almighty Spirit may put the 
breath of life into you, and quicken you to- 
gether with Chriſt, and make you fit to- 


\ xj in heavenly places in Chriſt 3 


Perhaps you think you don't ſtand 


need of his grace. Then, if God be true, 


you have no more life in your ſoul than 


theſe dry bones had, when they lay looſe 
and ſcattered up and down in the valley. 
Until he put his life-giving ſpirit into you, 
you are as dead as they were. Or perhaps 

you think you may have his grace, and not 


know it. That cannot be. The Holy Spirit 
is the convincer of fin. When he awakens 


your conſcience, fills it with conviction, and 
there is a ſhaking in every part and faculty, 


what a ſtrange ſhaking would it be, if you 


4 ſhould neither know it, nor feel it. So 


again, when he infuſes into you the breath 


of life, and you live to God, what an unac- 
countable breath would this be, if having it 


and living by it, you ſhould not know it? 
Did theſe dry bones know, when they were 


alive, and ſtood upon their feet? Moſt cer- 


tainly they did. Do you know now, whe- 
ther you breathe and live, or not ? Juſt the 
fame evidence has the ſoul of its being 
alive to God. We know that we are 


= paſſed, ſays an apoſtle, from death ur.to 


« life.” We know the fame, fay all his 
diſciples — We know that God hath given 
l 
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to us eternal life — We have his f pirit tho 
witneſs, the earneſt of it in our 5 and 
the world may ſee the evidence of it in 
our lives and converſations. 

But is not this, will ſome ſay, talking 
like enthuſiaſts. It is their very language. 
But then it is alſo the language of ſerip- 
ture. The Old Teſtament is full of this 
enthuſiaſm — The New abounds with it. 
You can ſcarce open the bible any where, 


without finding ſome. high flights of en- | ö 


thuſiaſm, ſomething concerning being quick- 


ened by the ſpirit, being born of the ſpirit, 


and raiſed up by him, being inſtructed and | 
led by the ſpirit, having the love of God!. 
ſhed abroad in the heart by the Holy 


Ghoſt, concerning his dwelling i in believers, 


and their having the witneſs of the ſpirit 


and being ſealed by him, and ſanctified, 


and ſtrengthened with might by him in 1 
the inner man. If theſe ſeripture- expreſ- E 


fions ſavor ſtrongly of enthuſiaſm, ſo does 


hearts by the inſpiration of his Holy Spirit, 


and would enable us by his holy e : 


to think thoſe things that be good, and by 
his merciful guiding to perform the ſame, 


would reneW Us daily by his Holy Spirit, 


and grant us by the ſame ſpirit to have a 
right dale in all ee We pray to 


the liturgy of our church. Every day we 
we pray to God that he would not take his 
Holy Spirit from us, but would cleanſe our 
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him to comfort us, even that we may rejuice 
evermore in his holy comfort, and that he 
may exalt us unto the ſame place, whither 
our Saviour | Chriſt is gone before. No 
words can be ſtronger than' the petitions, 
which we have been offering up this very 
day at the throne of grace — © O God, 
* foraſmuch as without thee, we are not 
* able to pleaſe thee ; mercifully grant that 
* thy Holy Spirit may in all things direct 


A 


| and rule our hearts, through Jeſus Chriſt 


* our Lord. Amen.” Such is the language 
of ſcripture, and the language of our church. 
They both ſpeak of the Holy Spirit, as the 


Vital principle of the chriſtian religion, ſo 


that if you take him out of it, you leave its 
profeſſors like a body without breath: for 
the Holy Spirit is to their ſouls, what 
breath is to their bodies, inſomuch that they 


cannot live one moment to God without 


his continual inſpiration. And ſurely it is 


not enthuſiaſm to ſay, that our bodies cannot 
live without breath, and how then can it 


be enthuſiaſm to ſay, that our ſouls cannot 
live without the Holy Spirit, who is the 

breath of our ſpiritual life? „ 
Since then there lays no objection againſt 
the doctrine contained in the parable. Since 
all men are by nature dead in treſpaſſes and 
ſins. Since nothing can raiſe them from 
the death of fin to newneſs of life, but the 
inſpiration of the Almighty, and fince Chriſt 


Go 
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has purchaſed life for the dead in ſin, and 
the Holy Spirit is to apply it and to quicken 
them, the diſcourſe is now brought to a point. 
Only one queſtion now remains, and that 1s, 
Has this parable been fulfilled in us? Can 
every one of us lay his hand upon his heart, 


and declare in the preſence of God, © 1 
* know this ſcripture to be true by my own 


e experience. The Spirit of God ſhewed 


* me my guilt and danger, at the fight of | 


£ 


which I ſhook and trembled for fear, but 


< he gave me grace to reſolve, that if I did 


c perith, I would periſh at the feet of Jeſus. 
«© On him I waited with prayers and tears, 
rejecting all hopes in my own power or 
works, until he put his ſpirit within me, 
and I lived.” Can every one of you fay, 


* 


cc 


that God hath dealt thus with your ſouls ? 
If he hath, happy are ye. In you this ſcrip- 


ture is fulfilled. But if he hath not, it was 


written for your inſtruction — to teach you, 


how God would deal with you, if ever he 
bring you to himſelf, Oh that his good 
Spirit may deal with you in the manner here 
deſcribed. That he may now begin, and 


carry on the work of grace ſtep by ſtep, un- 


til all the dry bones, until every dead finner 
be awakened, and hear the word of the 


Lord, until every awakened ſinner be par- 

doned and juſtified and fandtified, and at 
laſt glorified in the name of the Lord Jetus, | 

N e and 
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mal glory hercafter. Grant this bleſſed God 


311 


and by the ſpirit of our God. May he who 


is almighty to quicken the dry bones, exert 
his power in quickening all this congregation 
to a life of grace here, and to a life of eter- 


and father, thro the merits of thy ſon Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, and by the influence of 
the Holy Spirit upon all our hearts now and 


for ever. Amen and Amen. 
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